
Friends of the Spit
P.O. Box 515f8
2O6O Queen Street East
Toronto, Ontario
M4E3W

1992 ur/$ a busy year. Belatedht, bere is a aery bief
yTn:ary of the n-oit significant eientsfor Fienf,s of ilie
JPtt dunng the Patt year,

The first large commotion was a MTRCA proposal to
charge admission and to end the bus service at the Spit.
Fortunarely, the "user pay" principle regarding admission
was defeated and transponation service was maintained.
However, due to budget constraints, TTC bus service during
the summer was discontinued. Instead, the MTRCA van
picks up the closest transit stop.

The MTRCA then proposed a drastic change to their
TommyThompson Park Master Plan -- a drastic change in
that this new proposal finally seems to understand the
concept of "Public Urban'Wilde rness". V/'hat a turnaround!
From a development plan involving 6 or 7 sai l ing clubs,
board sail ing and 400 parking spaces, plus an interpretive
centre out mid way through the Spit, the revised plan only
retains Aquatic Park Sailing Club, places the interprerive
ce ntre at the base and, ingeneral, provides fora Public Urban
Wilderness. Moreover, the MTRCA saves money!!! The
revised plan has now been issued (see below).

However, Friends of the Spit remains convinced that
Aquatic Park Sailing club is an anomalous use. Retaining a
sailing club on the Spit will, in 20 years, appear as a very
foolish compromise (echoing the words ofone ofthe Botany
conservation Group's speakers at the public meeting). There
are other locations (Nonh Shore or THC Marina) for this
sailing club. After all, no promises were ever made, and the
club has exisred on the Spit under a year-to-year lease.

Then the saga of the "Grand Prix" powerboat races
took another large chunk o[ our time and energy. See
opposrte tor more.

Rppeatly; ihe MTRCA T{bEdits Ehvir.Dn htAwssmeiitidooun$nt
w,irh thi Mlnilqr:y,of ihe Enviibgnreht; Ccmmenn: {iom, the,p$b,lie
(that mpqqs us!) will bc,,,r-qdcived until JBne 25,'\y-/e are Frepiiing a
special isiue oltfrb {c*sletter ro help you understand aird i'cspoid

Powerboat races nixed bv Citv Council after
protracted struggle by eiviroirmental Broups

Tbe whole afair started more than a year ago. It tooh no |ess tbanfout
sets of publb metings tofnally send it ubere it belongs: limbo.

A group approachcd the Ciry witlr a proposrl to hold r "(irund
Prix" powcrboat racc in thc ()utcr Harbour, try rhc'l 'HO Marina.' l ' lrr
issuc was firsr discrused at thc F,crnornic l)cveloorncnt Oonrnrirrcc.
whercFricndsofthcSpitandothcrenvirorrrncrrtal . irg,rrriz.arions aswcli
as sevcral sailing clubs fionr thc North Shorc (who would heve bcen tlrr
mo.sr alJirted by tlrc powcrboat raccs) objcrtcd to tlrc cvcnrlCLreO Dy rnc PowcrDoar mc(

()ljcrtiorx indtrdad disnr prion
of,q rri et rc<reational r st^s, cu r.'i ron nrcl ral
darnagc, inappropriatencrs of an c'vcnt
glorifyi ng dre bunin g of hydrocubons
and disnubarcc'of wildlifl. l.ure'<t by
prornisc; rar4jng li'onr drous.urds of
jofx(fixa 2<laycvctr l!) ro inrcrnadonal
(xp<rstrrc (!!!) fbr otr "wurld class" ciry,
drccoruninc'c, lcrl by drair lleny l)iscro
cndoned thc cvcnt.'l'hen, 

rhc rnarter was dis-
cussed at land Usc (lornnri trce. rhcn
at Ciry Cotrncil, than botrnccd back
to lald Usc, filr a public nreeting
under thc PlanningAct, whcre ir was
defeated. But it was approvcd by

Frlnds of the envimnrnent
a a a a a a a a a a a a

'l 'hesc 
trtemlxrs of 

'lirronto (li
corrnci l  vorcrl  A(IAINS-l '  thc
Dowcrboar rilLts .lt thc varit
Liotlllltft(r' .ul(l rI)r,ltt(ll lttccnt
whcrc thc issrrc was ,liscrrsrd:
LizAmer
Kav Gardner
Ba;{rqra Hall
Hor,rard lr.vine
Rob Maxu,rll
Kyle Rae
M.rtin Silu"
Peter Tabuns {drc SPir is in his r'rall)
Michael $(/alker

Council. A ncw requtsr t<l hold races filr 3 yc-ars nrtant anorhcr round
of mcctings. Againi the proposal was defcated at Laud Use.

Finally, on April 20, rhe nrotion to allow thc powerboar races firr
3 ycars, which wlrs spon.sore<l by Oouncillor Stevc F.llis (thc rnost vocal
proponcnt of the evcnt) and sccondcd by Coturcillor (lhris Korwin-
Kuczinski, lost on an 8 to 8 tie votc at Oiry (louncil.

a a a a a a a a a a a a a o a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a
.Quotefrom thefinge
r"-l'hc races arc.r goo.lthing fbr thc ordinirry guy in rny war.l u'ho tlocsn't.
'have a cortagc. Hc c;ur bring his wifc and kicls ro rhe waterfiont, pay his'
'$10, warch ih. [r.t"r rr.., u"r.l havc a good tirrrc." '

I Councillor Star L.llis seuoa! tina,Ztollingtlte botrf n ofpou,ok,nt ,arcsl

lWe wonder on which planel Mr fllis has been living The "ordinary guy who,
.doesn't have a cottage" (you mean people - men and women - shurely Mr. Ellis!)1
ohas been going t0 the Spit and the )uter Harbour for more than | 5 years. And for t
ofree. And has not needed any made-up entertainment to have a good ttme. .



PLANT COMMUNITIES OF ORDER FORM
THE LESLIE STREET SPIT
Price: $5.00 per come & handling
MAIL TO: Friends of the Spit

P.O.  Box 51518
2060 Queen St. East
Toronto, Ont. M4E 3V7

Quantity- Amounl enclosed

Phone number ( in case of problem with your order)

Check here if you are a member of Friends of the Spit E

Please print clearly, this is your shipping label.

Name

Address

City/Province

Postal Code

Memberships for 1993 are due. We hope you will renew your
commitment to continue lhe fight for the Spit. Please mailthis
slip with your cheque to:

Friends of the Spit
P.O. Box 51518
2060 Queen St. East
Toronto, Ont. M4E 3V7

Membership: $5.00 (individual) $8.00 (family)
Additional donations welcome.

Are Vour name and address correct? lf not, please
cheik here and wrile corrections on your labelon the
reverse of this slip.

NAME

PHONE NOS

NOTE: FRIENDS OF THE SPII DOES NOT EXCHANGE ItS llAlLlNG USr WITH AT{YONE

TIP OFTHE HAI TO...
' l 'he 

Mctro J oronto \Tarcrfront Ooalirion for
fighting thc fixed link to thc Island Airport.

' l 'o 
the othcr 7 Oiry Council lors who

powcrboat race.s.

DON'T FORGET YOUR PLANT GUIDE

ed*?

fl.l\NT COMh'tUNtttB"$

u!.'Ilifii

LA$r"t u .el'R t:il'r .sPt'r

A. ltl:{:ttNN'l x's (.ir nfrJ:i

This 44-page booklet de-
scr ibes rhe var icd plant com-
nrunit ies that are found on the
Spit .  Wri t tcn in cle ar language ,
i iwi l l  be l relpf  ul  to both Seein-
ncrs and rhe nrorc expe rie n-ced
; l lant spotters.' 

Th; l>ooklct ha.s 5 pase.s ol
co. lotrr  photographr and"cutt-
tal l ls a rocanon nraP.

Makcs a great l i t t le present
fbr thc rrarrr i i l ists on yirur gi f t
l i s t .

Usc thc handy fornr above
to order your co[)y.

:' i,;k ;:d# #i"il"",i'.T"r.' :
|  r y r ,  .  - ,  r a r y ^ ? ,  ,  , ^  t
. Tltis summer again, the MTRCA mini udrrt
i is being raied instead of a TTC bus. :
.  The vehicle leaves the parking lor on rhe hour.
! and the half hour and socs rir the e nd of the Sgit., l t  !
I  wil l  also pick up and let"offat the TTC stop on Lesue r
I atComniissioners Street arapproximately i0 minures I

! to and 20 minutes after thehour. :
r To go to the Spit by TTC, take the Jones r
! Ave nue [',di fro- rhe Donlirrds subway station arrd !
I  eet off at Leslie and Commissioners. For nrore!
. informarion. call the TTC. r
l l t t t t l t l t l t t r t l t t r t l l l l t t l t r a a

\UT/E FIAVE MOVED
Please note our new address

Vieutins Day to tahe Dlace on Sunday, Iune 6, from
10:00 i.m.-to 4:00 p.m. AII welco*i L andbinj
your fri ends. Vo luite qs n e eded.
This event is held in cooperation with the Clanac1ian Vildl i f l
Service of Environnrent Canacla. There wil l  be two viewing
stations, one at t lre Te rn rafts and t lre other at the Gull colonv.
Scientists Hans Blokpoel and Claston Tessie r rvi l l  be on hand
to explain the l i festyle of these lr irds ancl others nesting on rhe
Spit strch as ( lormoratrrs and Herons.'We 

need volunteers for rhe morning ( l0 to I ) and tlre
afte rnoon (l  to 4) to direct people to the viewing st:rt ions and
distribute nraterial. Absolutely no experience necessary -
this is an easy and fun job. Special invitetion to our new
members. This is a good opporttrniry to meet people. To
volunteer, please call us at 69)-3143. See you there!

Friends of the Spit
P.O.  Box  51518
2060 Queen St. East
Toronto, Ontario
M4E3W Tet.699-3r4j

Cut out and paste in your address book for future reference


