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fhis is a bitrersweet issue. It was nor
I  in tended to be,  bur  evenrs some-

times have a way of puning a damper
of the most joyful occasions.

On rhe bright side, we received a great
honour from Ontario's most senior nat-
ura l is t  and envi ronmental  group,  the
Fede ra t i on  o f  On ra r i o  Na tu ra l i s t s .
The Federation has always been keenly
s u p p o r t i v e  o f  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  S p i r ' s
manda te ,  he lp ing  us  f r om rhe  ve ry
beginning - more than rwo decades
ago - in our efforts to give Toronto a
public urban wilderness.

The beautiful open meadow sourh of
the sewage planr'is now a pock-marked,
toxic moonscape, the victim of exped-
ienry by Toronto Public Vorla during
the clearing up of the snow from the
heary fall last January. See the story on
the reverse, and weepl

Fricnd tnd collcegae bonoared by thc
Federation of Onnrio Nattrelists

$Jen dwte, Seant
Jean MatdouU, menber of the Tbronto FieA
Naturalists and long-time Friend, uas
recognized with A FON Appreciation Auard

for h er many uoluntering achiatmtettts.

Jean has been our contact and resource
person at the Toronto Field Naturalism for
many years. During that t ime, we have
appreciated her sawy, her knowledge, her
cheerfullness and her selfless devotion to
the cause.

\7e are iooking forward to many more
years of pleasant cooperation with her.

Ato4st totou too, ffan!

Oops! Mcm bers bip sn?port rencual

1999 memberships dueIn an unfortu-
nate mishap, a
few htters wert
lost afer pich-
up from our
IIO. Box

If you mailed us
a letter becween
Aoril 6 and 16,
please call us to
verifr whether
it was received.

Ve apologize
for the trouble.

Ywr ongoing enthusiastic support is uery mrch
appreciated,

Many Friends have already renewed for 1999.If
this is your crse, you will find REM)9 at the
bottom right hand corner of your mailing label.
\7e thank you for your support.

If your membership as not yer been received,
according to our records, you will find a slip to
mail with your cheque. Basic membership is
$5.00 (individual) and $8.00 (household or
group).  These dues most ly  pay for  the
newsletter. Thank you in advance For renewing.

Federation of Ontario

Apri l  1 999
Nataralists hanour Friends of the Spit witb tbe

W.E. Saunders Natural History Award
On October 22, 1998, ft a cercmony heA at the FON\ ofice, Finds of the Spit was the proud
recipicat ofthew.E. Saud.cts Natural HistorT Awatd.

The award is named for \01E. Saunders (1861-1943), who was a keen naruralist in the l.ondon,
Ontario, area. Saunders was the first C,anadian President of the Mlson C)rnothological Sociery and
one of the seven fint Fellows of the American Ornothological Society.

The ciadon read during the award ceremony is a vcry appropriate summary of your achievcments
as Friends ofthe Spir

(( 
Friends of the Spit belieaed that

ahhough man-ma.de from corctruction
rubblc aild harbour drdgeate, the lzslie
Street Spit in Tbronto was a special
rwfitral raource damting protection.

Tltey demonstated that the arca had
special significance enaironmentally
because it was a model for the nafir-
alitation procers of a grossly dknrbed
piece of hnd. Further, Frierds of the
Spit showed that ther was great pubkc
support for the corcept of a public
urban uilderness ort the Toronto
Waerfmnt,"
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Severa l  pas t  and cur ren t
members of Friends of the Spit
Steering Committee were pre-
sent at the ceremony, where

other groups and individuals
were also recognizod.

Congraulations once more to
all of you Friends of the Spit.
Your enthusiasm, dedication,

continuing support, and hard
work  dur ing  the  pas t  two
decades has made posible this

prestigious recognition by one
of Ontario's best-known envi-
ronmental group.

Atoast to all ofyu!

Friends of the Spit Co-chair, John Carley, receiuing the'V.E. 
Saunders Award fom Jane Tbpping, President, Federation of

Ontaio Naturalists, He is surrounded 4, fo^ lS, Steue Price, one
of the past Co-chairs of Friends; Marh Dorfman, Wce-president,
Federation of Ontario Naturalists; and Sheik DeZuaan, a member
of Frinds oithe Spit Steering Conminee.

.W.E. 
SAUNDERS

NATURALHISTORY
AWARD
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Snow dumped aftn tbc big storm creates a taxic wasteland

Meadow at the Spit des*ey'ed
At 4:00 p.m. on Fliday, January 15, The Torottto and. Rqion Cowuation Authoriry (TRCA)
receiaed a callfron the Tbronto Harbow Commission (THC) telling them that they uerc allouring
the City of Thonto to dump snoa) at the Spit. The dumping would start immediately, without anl
corcultation uith the intc-twtd partia.

Having "a gun ro rheir head" and rying to make the best of a bad thing, the TRCA, after hurried
dircussion with Friends of the Spit, would monitor the dumping and attempt to minimize damage
to the park. Despite their effors, which included requesting that the snow be dumped in areas not
yet rehabiliated, the ciry dumped in the beautiful meadow south of the sewage plant.

Members ofyour Steering Committee went to the Spit to inspect the damage. They were upset and
appalled at the destruction. What was once thriving meadows and wetlands are no more. It is very
discouraging to encounter once again totai ignorance and disregard on the part ofbureaucrats and
polidcians for rhe concept of a public urban wildernes. \(/e wrote to theToronto Commissioner of
\0'orls requesting imrnediate attention to clean up and a remedial plan for the site and assurances
that the Spit would nor be part of any future "disaster planning' for snow emergpncies.

Recently, the ciry S7orla Department mer with the TRCA to discuss the isue. In a subsequent letter
to us, rhey stared their readiness to proceed with site mitigation. "Ultimately, it is hoped that this
may even enhance the habiat in the area," they wrote. C,an we say "Ameri' to that?

l, Arcntion birdcrs

Get your new checklist
The new chechlht of the birds at the Spit is still aaailable, free
Produced joindy by Friends of the Spit and The Toronto and Region
Conservation Authoriry ORCA), you €n get it at the Spit from theTRCA
attendant, or by mail (send a stamped self-addresed business size envelope to
our addres overleaf). For more than one copy, put 92( postage.

A frst for Fricads: qtbcnncmhn!

New Friends join via website
Seueral neut Frbnds joitud bl flling our ueb nanbershry fo*. $(e are tichlzd pinh by this

? , 
"for"for our grotp' Velane n 4ll ncut manben,

LDI!ilB, glD|ofg The objectives of our web sire are ro make rhe Spir and Friends more- | widely known and to keep members and alles informed. It has links

htp://www.intertog.com/-fos ::,illif:'j:11"s:::i"::i 
contains articles too long to

DUDllSn ln tnls newsletter.
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Chnsntes Bitd Co*nt and Mid-aintcr Wetetfoatl Invatorl

\dolunteer$ rnake yearly trek to the Spit
Both of these centuses are pltrt of larger ouerall yearly studies, and eacb prouides an
inaresting 'napsbot" of these Eecics present on a speciftc date euery year.

1998 CHrusrvrs Bno Couvr
As parr of rhe Annual Christmas Bird counr on December 27,1998, a small team of
uolunreers cen.sused the birds on the Spit. [n total, 32 species were counted, with numbers
ranging from single sightings of American Vigeon, Thayers Gull, lesser Scaup, l-ong-eared
Owl, and Eastern Srarling (!!!), to a maximum of 1,812 Oldsquaws. Notable by their
absence were Snovry Owls! futonishing was the sight of 3 Killdeers on the mudflats at
Embaymenr D (and another 2 at Ashbridgei Bay).

53d Ar.nruer- MID-WtNrEnWrrEnrovl INVIrflonv oN [-AKE ONreruo
On January 10, another team of volunteers participated in this census. The day started
sunny but cold, then got overc$t snowy and colder in the afternoon. Fourteen species of
waterfowl were seen ar the Spit, including I Black Scoter and I lrsser Scaup. Again this
year, rhe greatest number was 415 Oldsquaws. In contrast to the Christmas Bird Count, the
Easrem Gap was frozen almost as far south as Peninsula B, and all three cells on the eastern
side were frozen. A red fox was spomed near the "blue box" on the endikement.

Tbe uind nrbine sage coatir*es

Whe* sall!
Our name is being tahen in uain! At a
recent meeting, Tbe Tbronto Renewable
Enngy Co-op (TREC) snted that it had
'bonsuhcd" utitb Friatds of the Spit, eun
aftzr we made it abundantly cbar that ute
unuld rct participau in their prcject

\7e wrote TREC a strongly worded letter
requesring them to cease using our narne
without our permission.
Ehctricity penerated by wind nrbines is caried
by the oitiail gfid. Thoefore, proimity to the
end-ucr is noia considzrifion.'We woidtr wlty
TREC is so relentlesslv pushine for win7
rurbines in an urban ani ind b;rff$-wayl

Townn EREcTED AT THE BAsE oF THE SPIT
'We 

were startled to see that the city's Public'Works 
Departmcnt allowed the crcction of

a tower with guy wires at the base of the
Spit. Vhile it is on the sewage plant prop-
crry we are appalled at the insensidviry of
this siting, at the ba^se of a wildlife park,
and of the timing, ar rhe start of Spring
mlgranon.
'fhis 

construction, intended to check thc
winds, is a possible forerunner of wind
rurbines that could overshadow the Spit.

In a letter to the General Manager, we
rcqucsted public discussion on this issue.

Dengcrfor u;ldlife, and pcoplc

Dogs not allowed on Spit
Deq>ite stgnage infonning that dogs are
not alloued tnmy peoph still rqard it as
their god-giaen ight to walh their animal
on the Spit.

To a bird or small mammal, a dog - even
on a leash and 

'under 
control'- appears as

a predator, putting it under great stress.

If you witness dogs being walked on the
Spit, oo Nor confiont their owners, as
some are rude and very agressive. Instead,
infbrm the TRCA atte ndant at the gate.

Tirn ncst dcstr'rcion follon, *p

No investigation
l-ast Junz, tbe Tbronto Harbour Cotnnis-
sion (THC) bulldozcd Qnrnon Tbrn nests
at the Spit, prompting the Siena lzgal
Defnce Fund (SLDF), on behalf of natur-
alist groups, including Fricnds, to flc a

requzstfor an inaestigation uith the
Prou incial Ena irontnent Cornmissioncz.

late last year, a terse letter informed the
SLDF that no investigation was going to
be undertaken.


