Friends of the Spit . - oD
PO Box 51518 P s e et A MUST ON
2060 Queen St. East PRSCE THE SPIT
Toronto, ON M4E 3V7 N,e‘mb TD\;E:‘r This handy guide
:T‘E\ﬁr‘k has coulour plates
to help you
identify some of
the species of
plants on the Spit.
o o o It also makes a
!I N nice, inexpensive
i ' present for your
! environmentalist
\ J friends (only
i T— —_— — I 265 da}'s to
Please send me _____ plant books at $5.00 each plus $1.00 per |  LESLIE STREI] Christmas!). Fill
book for postage and handling. the form on the
Phone number: (in case of problem) - left and mail this
- e slip to us.

NEWSLETTE

R March, 1996
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- A lot happened, but not much happened.
. No huge rallies, but much advocacy work
- with small graug; No spectacular events,
' bur a large number of little things occurred
. as nature continued Her work on the Spit.

. however. Most worrisome are a number of
- evenrs affecting the Metro Toronto and
- Region Conservation Authority
- (MTRCA). First, was the withdrawal of
- provincial appointees on the MTRCA
- Board. By and large, these individuals
. brought a much-needed broader, non-

' parochial perspective to the MTRCA-

i Then, there are the major provincial cuts to
. the MTRCA budget, which will affect the
- Spit quite severely (staffing, nature walks,
. even perhaps hours of orfcnin%). We have
. offered suggestions to the MTRCA as to
- measures that could be implemented to
- offset some of these cuts.

- Down the road, we also worry about the
devasmtinF effects of the horrible Omnibus
. Bill, whic

~ conservation authorities to sell land.

- As you see, the struggle is never over. It just
- shifts its focus.
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1 among other things will allow
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"] HABITAT CREATION TO

. INCREASE SPECIES DIVERSITY

The construction work you will have noticed at Embayment B has

| the potential of being constructive, contrary to many of the loony
: schemes hatched for the Spit by a generation of bureaucrats
- There are some dark clouds on the horizon, %

Coordinated by the MTRCA, the $100,000 project is funded
equally by the Great Lakes 2000 Clean-Up Fund of Environment
Canada and the Municipality of Metropolitan Toronto — Metro
. RAD. By altering the configuration of the embayment floor,
creating sand bars and inlets, the Conservation Authority hopes to
. improve the environment for aquatic and terrestrial species.
Varying the vegetation and water depth and creating protected
_areas would provide spawning grounds for pike and habitats for
. turtles and amphibians. Species diversity would also increase.

{ The MTRCA has consulted with the Steering Committee of
| Friends of the Spit throughout the planning of this project. We
will keep you informed of progress since there may be an
opportunity for volunteer participation for the planting of native
species in the area.

Friends of the Spit feels it is important that the Conservation
Authority tries these projects on a small scale and study their
actual results in the field. Embayment B was selected because if
. offers the most opportunities with the least possible disruption to
. existing forms of wildlife. (We had suggested that the north end
5} of Embayment C was a most suitable spot, but...)
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Date: Tuesday, April 23, 1996
Time: 7:30 p.m.

Place: Education Centre (Toronto Board of Education), 155 College Street, in Room 253

AGENDA

* Juice and socializing (BYOG - Bring your own glass if possible)

* Report from the Steering Committee

+ “URBAN WILDERNESS”. This delightful video, part of the popular and widely acclaimed series
Profiles of Nature, features the Spit in all its beauty. You won’t want to miss seeing it.
* Open discussion: Friends of the Spit — What does the future hold?

* Questions from the membership

The Education Centre is located half a block west of University Avenue. It is easily accessible by public transit
(506 Streetcar or subway — Queens’s Park Station). There is a bicycle rack at the door. Free parking is available in
the Board of Education garage on McCaul Street (west side, just south of College Street.).

Looking forward
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