
Friends of the Spit
PO. Box 46J StarionJ
Toronto, Ontario l\l4J 422

YOU LOOKED VERY, VERY GOOD!!!
Consratulations and thanks to all the Friends
and -"represe_ntatives of 

"ryd 
groups who spoke

so eloquendy at the MTRC_A meeting lvlay 27.so eroquenuy aI Ine ryrll1'uA me€ung Lvray L(.
Your presentations were thouehtfull rational,
articufate. forward-lookins. an? made a verve, forward-looking, and made a very
eloquent case for keeping the entire Spit car-
free and free from deve'lophent and priraiization.
Thanks also to all who could not attend and
wrote to the MTRCA.

"Ltt me fint consratulate the staff of the MTRCA for *re cour.rse
and ininarive to revise fieir 1988 )r4aster Plan to resemble uerv clo.elv
the modei that rnany of us requested at thrat rirne. We thought at thar
rime rhat we were very pro€Tessive in our expecmtions of rhe fi-rrure
for the Toronto waterfront; however, in the intervening years, the
Royal Commission on the Furure of the Toronto Waterfr-ont hear'led
by Dvid Crorrbie has changed everyone's perspecdve of the waterfront.
Thngb we nevcr dreamed of now seern pxsible. lr4earrwhile, rle Toronrrt
environmenr has chr.rneed for the ut'rse - drere are more pe.rple , more
can and mrrre falkrtion - rhe Spir r-s rn rre and rnore a haven'tor rnanl'
c-lf us who live rn the Greater Toronto Area.

It Ls appzrent that the main isue facu'rg us romght Ls not $rhedrer
the Revised PIan is superior to the origrnal plan, there is no doubt ah:,ur
*nt. The realquestion is should it still include the Aquanc Park Saihng
CIub, a question which we have spent a lor of rime considering. As ir
presenrly exists, the club has linle effecr -- granted rheir srewardshrp
ieaves something to be desired - moniroring of visiting boats to the
club is suspect rihen r*o such boats rernain"all rvnte{perhaps rhe
vehicle which drove through rhe adjacent wer meadow conraining
the &rg Tuavblade did not belong to the club; even rhe euer-erpandtng
parking loy'garbage area can be tolerated. No, these are all small peny
thmgs.- 

It is when I thoueht about dre Spit Lrser ofthe future tlLat I re:bsed
*re imponance of rvhaiseems such a rnte Lssue now. Fifteen yean from
nolv as the Snir fnallv nean compledon, rvill the new user of the site
undersmnd or forgive'us for leaving a piece of the park in privatc use?
\7il1they urrdenund u,hy at a dme u'hen drere u'as space at the Nonh
Shore Park or the THC manrn for *nr club tlnr we asreed to continue
*ris corprcmrse rn otrronly urlran wrldemess park? (Would our fr-,refarhers,
u'ho esrablished BanffNarional Park srill onr to rerain a tou'rr-sire that
could still conrinue to expand 100 yean later?) thus, I can nor i. gool
conscience a€ree to this pan of the plan. I really rvish I could."

Yenw J. Hrgins, Bomny Coruavaion Gtoup

Friends of the Spit Annual Meeting u'ill take place on
Wedneday, June L7, 1992 - 7:30 p.m.

at
the Bmrd of Education Building, I55 College Street*

(4th Floor Auditorium)

AGENDA
1. Report from the Steering Committee

Mar-ry gocxJ ne\\'s ro drscuss, many challengcs to face and many
decis ions to bc takcn b1 'Fr ierrds t ' f  the Spi t  on i rs  fut r r re
directions, actions and strategies.

2. Question period and general discussion
Bnng yclur ideas, tluestiorls or conceru to the attenuon cf rhc
Stecring Comnritree.

3. ..PLANTS OF T}{E SPIT: A DYNAMIC COMMLJNITY''
An illusrared ralk on the evoludon of the SpiCs flon.

SPEAKER: Df. Nancy Dengler, professor of Botany,
University of Toronto.
A popular lecturer u'ho, for the past 20 1ear", has been
shou'ing undergraduates how exciting plants reall1' 2ps.
Dr Densler will illustrate her talk wi*r slides from her
exteruivi collection.

This is a most imoortant meeting. All
members, old and newr ?r€ cordially iilvited.
NpTE: Mpqions rnr.rst be ,srrbmitred in r1'rir iqg aq least 5 delp ,rrr
aovaltce oI tne n'refln{] 9] Lnat \\'c ca.rt colfirTn tnat the nlover and tne
seconder are menrbcri in grrcci standing.

+One block west of Universitv Avenue (soutb side). Collese St.
streetcar at door or take he subwway to Queen's Park statioil. For
morc infonnation. call 699-3143.



PLANT COMMUNITMS OF
THE LESLM, STREET SPIT

ORDER FORM

Price: $s.oo per copy + $1.00 postage & handling

MAIL TO: FRIENDS OF THE SPIT
P.O. Box 467, Station J
Toronto, Ontario
MN 472

Quantity Amount enclosed

Phone number (in case of problem wtth your order)

Check here if you are a nrember of Friends o{ the Sprt E

Please print clearly, this is your shipping label.

Name

Address

Cig/Province-

Postal Code

Memberships for 1992 are due. We l'npe you will renew your
mmmitment to continue the fight for the Spit. Please nnil this
slip with your cheque to:

Friends of the Spit
P.O. Box 457, Station J
Toronto, OnL MN 472

Membership: $5.00 (individual) $8.00 (family)
Additional donations welcome.
i_] Are vour name and address conecl? lf not, please
, i check here ard write mnections on vour label on the

reverse of this slip.

NAME

PHONE NOS

IMPORTANT . A red check ntark on your label on the everse
indistes you have paid your nrenbership br the yer. Thanks.

NOTE FHET,IDS OF THE SPIT DOES l.lOT EXCltAl,lGE lTs MAIUi{G UST WTH AIJYONE

TIP OF THE HAT TO...
The MTRCA Water and Related Land
Management C.ommittee, chaired by Lois
Gnfhn (Mero C-ouncillor Etobicoke Rexdale),
for extendng to all the speaken at fie May 27 meeting
at Hart House the counesl' of listening and for their
ooen-mindedness. It was a lons dav. Members of *re
cbmmittee had toured the Sp]t rhat aftemoon, and
menv exDressed rheir u,onder about this unioue oublic
urban wildemess. Also present at the -..iing^ *.r.
Bill Granger, Chair of the MTRCA, Lois Hancey,
Vice-Chair, arrd several MTRCA sraff members.

s

MP VISITS THE SPIT

Pauline Browse, MP for Scarborough Centre and
Parlimenarv Assistant to the federalVinister of the
Environment, was taken on a tour of the Spit on June 2
by Dr. Gasmn Tesier of the Gnadran Wildlfe Service.
According to reForts, Mrs Browse was "charmed" by
*re Spir She had pla-rred trl corne K) our Viewing Day
on Jurre 7 but had to d-ranse her schedule.

HOT OFF THE PRESS
A book on the plmts famd m the Spit has iust bear
published by Friends of the Spit and the Botany
C,rrrrsalrrrtion QutF. Tihe publiceim k designed to help
all those +wit*S the Spr a better @prerift.e is pltnxs.
The 44-page bmklet, wntten in clear language, describes the v'aned
plant comnruruoes rhat can be found on the Sprt. It couurru 5 p.g*t
of colour photographs and a locarion map. li rs intended for'both
beginners arrd rnore expericnccrl planr spotren.
Chdtr ytLr colry ruAu rn du t'crrm aLrAL. Ch c(nne n lv Anntul Meaing,
u.tw'e 

-Ae 
k'nk- wll te aualoblt, oi sw cm tlu vtvose.

PLANT COMMUNITIES

OFTHE

LESLIE STREET SPIT

A BEGINNER'S GUIDE


